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Date 

Dear Dr 

Re. Your patient’s participation in The BRIDGE study- Bronchiectasis Research Involving Databases, Genomics and Endotyping to match the right treatment to the right patient
Name: 

DoB: 

Address: 

I am writing to inform you that the above named patient, who is registered under your care, has agreed to take part in the above study.  This is an international registry and biobank study designed to identify endotypes in bronchiectasis.
This study is being carried out at …….Hospital.  Your patient has been provided with a Patient Information Sheet for the study (copy enclosed) which explains why they have been approached to take part in the study, and that their participation is entirely voluntary.  The patient information sheet explains what the study involves, the risks and benefits of taking part, and emphasises that they are free to withdraw from the study at any time without prejudicing their future medical care. 

Due to the heterogeneity of bronchiectasis the majority of the major clinical trials into treatments have failed to meet their endpoint.  The purpose of this study is to profile inflammation and microbiology in patients with bronchiectasis when well and during an exacerbation to define groups of patients with different characteristics (endotypes) which respond differently to treatment.  Study participants will attend the hospital for up to 4 annual visits when they are well.  They will be asked to give blood, stool, nasal and sputum samples at most visits, as well as complete lung function tests and quality of life questionnaires.  If your patient becomes unwell during the study, they will be asked to contact the study investigator or team and come in for a visit.  The study investigator will inform you if any changes are made to your patient’s treatment, if the results of any laboratory tests require follow up or if your patient requires/has required treatment for any event, such as an exacerbation of their bronchiectasis. You will not be asked to do anything else for the study.  
Should you have any queries or require further information about this research, please do not hesitate to contact the local investigator, xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.  For further information about the study as a whole you can contact the chief investigator Prof. James Chalmers, Ninewells Hospital and Medical School, Dundee, DD1 9SY or on 01382 383586. 
Yours sincerely, 
Professor James D. Chalmers
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