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Bahrain 

 

 

Constitution of Bahrain 2002   

"a. The Kingdom of Bahrain is a fully sovereign, independent Islamic Arab State whose population is part of the Arab 

nation and whose territory is part of the great Arab homeland. Its sovereignty may not be assigned or any of its 

territory abandoned.” Text in Arabic  

 

Updated on 24 October 2020 

https://www.ibanet.org/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/cepmlp
https://www.extractiveshub.org/
https://www.ukaiddirect.org/
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/text/553905
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Highlights 

Official documents 

• Bahrain Economic Vision 2030 2008 Text 

• National Energy Efficiency Action Plan 2016 (Last amended 2017) Text 

• National Renewable Energy Action Plan 2016 (Last amended 2017) Text 

• National Document for Achieving 2030 Sustainable Development Goals 2018 Text in Arabic 

• National Environmental Strategy 2006 Text 

Legal commentaries  

• Renewable Energy in Bahrain – 2019 C Cosgrove, EcoMENA Web 

 

Select bibliography sub-headings include contributions from the industry, stakeholders and academia. 

 

Contact us to share your thought, comments or publications on this database at enquiries@extractiveshub.org 

https://www.ibanet.org/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/cepmlp
https://www.extractiveshub.org/
https://www.ukaiddirect.org/
https://www.bahrain.bh/wps/wcm/connect/38f53f2f-9ad6-423d-9c96-2dbf17810c94/Vision%2B2030%2BEnglish%2B%28low%2Bresolution%29.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
http://www.sea.gov.bh/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/02_NEEAP_full-report.pdf
http://www.sea.gov.bh/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/02_NREAP-Full-Report.pdf
https://www.bahrain.bh/wps/wcm/connect/4b146fdc-b2a7-49a6-a00a-56239c5f77ed/SDGs+AR.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
https://www.sce.gov.bh/Media/Documents/Startegy/Environment%20National%20Startegy-%202006.pdf
https://www.ecomena.org/renewable-energy-in-bahrain/
mailto:info@extractiveshub.org
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Environmental Law 

Constitutional law 

Article 9 “… h. The State shall take the necessary measures for the protection of the environment and the conservation of wildlife” 

Article 11 “All natural wealth and resources are State property. The State shall safeguard them and exploit them properly, while observing the 
requirements of the security of the State and of the national economy.” 

Main developments occurring in soft law, law and case  

• Resolution on the prohibition of the importation of plastic waste of all kinds 201  Text in Arabic 

• Prime Minister Decision on foreign direct investment in cleaning up oil spills in land and surface waters 2018 Text in Arabic 

• Intended Nationally Determined Contribution of Bahrain 2015 Text 

• Unified Law (Regulation) of the Gulf Cooperation Council on Control of Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer 2014 Text in Arabic 

• Legislative Decree for the Establishment and Organization of the Supreme Council for Environment 2012 Text in Arabic 

• Decree on organizing the executive body of the Supreme Council for Environment 2012 Text in Arabic 

• Decree on formation of Supreme Council for Environment December 2012 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on regulating and control of non-ionizing radiation resulting from electromagnetic fields 2009 Text in Arabic  

• Resolution on sanitary requirements and conditions for places designated for smoking in restaurants 2009 Text in Arabic 

• Law on Unified Industrial System Law (Act) of the Gulf Cooperation Council 2006 (Last amended 2009) Text and Text in Arabic 

• Law on sewage disposal and surface water drainage 2006 Text in Arabic   

• Resolution on emission of air pollutants 2006 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on requirements and conditions for public places supplying and providing tobacco and derivatives 2006 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on management of hazardous wastes 2006 (last amended 2013) Text in Arabic and Text in Arabic 

https://www.ibanet.org/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/cepmlp
https://www.extractiveshub.org/
https://www.ukaiddirect.org/
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RSCE0219.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RCAB4118.pdf
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/ndcstaging/PublishedDocuments/Bahrain%20First/INDC_Kingdom_of_Bahrain.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/K5414.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/L4712.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/D9112.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/D9012.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RCPMW0409.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RHEL0209.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/K8106.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RCIN1109.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/K3306.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RCPMW1006.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RMAG8306.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RCPMW0306.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RSCE0713.pdf
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• Resolution on management of hazardous chemical substances 2006 (Last amended 2013) Text and Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on management of used oil 2005 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on environmental requirements and conditions for work places 2005 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on environmental requirements and conditions for service places 2005 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on industries work hours, dangerous and harmful workplaces and residential areas 2005 Text and Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on standards for pollutants emitted by vehicles and exhaust pipes 2002 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on control transportation and use of prohibited and severely restricted chemical substances 2002 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on establishing the Standing Committee for Environment and Sustainable Development 2002 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on establishing and registering the Environment Friends Society 2001 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on establishing and registering the Bahraini Environment Cooperative 2001 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on establishing the Committee to combat the environmental causes of epidemy 2001 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on requirements for adoption of Consultative Offices in environmental impact assessments 2000 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on Implementing Regulation on the establishment and organization of industrial zones 2000 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on environmental standards (air and water) 1999 (Last amended 2001) Text and Text and Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on licensing work in buildings containing asbestos, and removing and transporting their waste 1999 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on control of substances that deplete the ozone layer 1999 Text in Arabic 

• Legislative Decree on establishment and organization of industrial zones 1999 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on environmental impact assessments 1998 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on licensing fees issued by the environment affairs apparatus, and services 1998 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on the transportation, production and trade of asbestos 1996 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on regulating maintenance of thermal insulators containing asbestos 1996 Text in Arabic 

• Legislative Decree on environment 1996 (Last amended 1997) Text and Text in Arabic 

• Law on Protection of Wildlife 1995 Text in Arabic 

https://www.ibanet.org/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/cepmlp
https://www.extractiveshub.org/
https://www.ukaiddirect.org/
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RCPMW0406.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RSCE0613.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RCPMW0405.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RCPMW0305.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RCPMW0505.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RMUN0105-1.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RMUN0205.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RMEA0802.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RMEA0702.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RMEA0402.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RLSA5701.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RLSA3601.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RHME0101.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RHME0300.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/ROIN0100.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RHME1099.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RMEA0201.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RMEA0301.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RHME0499.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RHME0199.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/L2899.pdf
https://www.sce.gov.bh/en/Media/Pdf/legislations/%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1%20%D8%B1%D9%82%D9%85%201%20%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%86%D8%A9%201998.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RHME1098.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RCOM0396.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RCOM0396.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/L2196.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/L0897.pdf
https://www.bahrain.bh/wps/wcm/connect/571c0b07-7ace-43fd-8f08-47ae096b8f0b/%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%B3%D9%88%D9%85%2B%D8%A8%D9%82%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%88%D9%86%2B%282%29%2B1995%2B%D8%AD%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%8A%D8%A9%2B%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%A9%2B%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B7%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9.pdf?MOD=AJPERES
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• Decree on establishing Environment Protection Committee 1980 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on establishing the Committee for Protection of Environment Integrity 1979 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on regulating the collect, transportation and disposal of waste 1977 Text in Arabic 

National bodies, industry actors and stakeholders framing, implementing and disseminating environmental law   

• Supreme Council for Environment Web 

Select bibliography  

• Artificial Island in South Coast of the Persian Gulf: the Viewpoint of International Environmental Law – 2017 K Ghaffari,  J. Pol. & L. Text 

  

https://www.ibanet.org/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/cepmlp
https://www.extractiveshub.org/
https://www.ukaiddirect.org/
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/D0780.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RCMC0479.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RCMC0577.pdf
https://www.sce.gov.bh/
https://heinonline.org/hol-cgi-bin/get_pdf.cgi?handle=hein.journals/jpola10&section=64
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Energy Law 

Main developments occurring in soft law, law and case law  

• Decree Law on Electricity and Water 1996 Text in Arabic 

National bodies, industry actors and stakeholders framing, implementing and disseminating energy law   

• Sustainable Energy Authority Web 

• Bahrain Electricity and Water Authority Web 

Select bibliography  

• Rationalizing energy policy reforms in the GCC: Implications from an institutional analysis – 2020 I Tsai, Energy Policy Text 

https://www.ibanet.org/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/cepmlp
https://www.extractiveshub.org/
https://www.ukaiddirect.org/
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/L0196.pdf
http://www.sea.gov.bh/
http://www.ewa.bh/en
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.enpol.2020.111545
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Petroleum Law 

Constitutional law 

Article 37 “(1) The King shall conclude treaties by Decree, and shall communicate them to the Consultative Council and the Chamber of Deputies 
forthwith accompanied by the appropriate statement. A treaty shall have the force of law once it has been concluded and ratified and published 
in the Official Gazette. (2) However, ...treaties of ... natural resources, ... must be promulgated by law to be valid....” 

Article 117 “a. Any commitment to exploit a natural resource or a public utility shall be only by operation of law and for a limited time. The 
preliminary procedures shall ensure that the search and exploration work are facilitated and that openness and competition are realized...” 

Main developments occurring in soft law, law and case law  

• Decree Number 19 of 2015 restructuring National Oil and Gas Authority Board of Directors 2015 Text in Arabic  

• Law on concerning the criminalization and combat of the smuggling of subsidized oil products 2014 Text in Arabic 

• Law on ratify DPSA between Bahrain Gov. and each of American Occidental Corp., UAE Mubadala and Nogaholding 2009 Text in Arabic 

• Law on ratify EPSA between Bahrain Gov.  and American Occidental Corp. 2009 Text in Arabic 

• Law on ratify DPSA between Bahrain Gov. and each of American Occidental Corp. and the Thai company PTTEP 2008 Text in Arabic 

• Decree incorporating oil and gas holding companies 2007 Text in Arabic 

• Law on prevention the exporting subsidised crude oil and other hydrocarbons by private sector companies 2006 Text in Arabic  

• Law on concerning specifying the functions and powers of Noga 2006 Text in Arabic 

• Ministerial Order which deals with banning the export of subsidized petroleum products 2006 Text in Arabic 

• Royal Decree in respect of the incorporation of the National Oil & Gas Authority 2005 Text in Arabic 
 
 

https://www.ibanet.org/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/cepmlp
https://www.extractiveshub.org/
https://www.ukaiddirect.org/
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/D1915.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/K3614.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/K2409.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/K0609.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/K0208.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/D7707.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RFIN1106.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/K1006.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RFIN1106.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/D6305.pdf
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National bodies, industry actors and stakeholders framing, implementing and disseminating petroleum law   

• Bahrain LNG Web 

• Bahrain National Oil and Gas Authority (Noga) Web 

• Bahrain National Gas Company Web 

• Bahrain Petroleum Company Web 

• Tatweer Petroleum Company Web 

• The Oil and Gas Holding Company (Nogaholding) Web 

• Gulf Petrochemical Industries Company Web 

Select bibliography 

• Economic development and environmental sustainability: evidence from Bahrain – 2020 F Alaali, Energy, Ecology and Environment Text 

  

https://www.ibanet.org/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/cepmlp
https://www.extractiveshub.org/
https://www.ukaiddirect.org/
https://bahrainlng.com/
http://www.noga.gov.bh/noga/
http://www.banagas.com/
https://www.bapco.net/
http://tatweerpetroleum.com/
file:///C:/Users/JAQUI/Downloads/The%20Oil%20and%20Gas%20Holding%20Company
https://www.gpic.com/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s40974-019-00143-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40974-019-00143-4
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Water Law 

Main developments occurring in soft law, law and case law  

• Resolution on internal waterways 2020 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on Standing Technical Advisory Committee of the Council of Water Resources 2016 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on Water Connections Regulation 2004 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on forcing the owners of artesian wells and swimming pools to install counters in water use 1997 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on registering artesian wells and swimming pools 1997 Text in Arabic 

• Decree Law on Electricity and Water 1996 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on restructuring the Water Resources Council 1996 Text in Arabic 

• Decree Law on establishing the Council for Water Resources 1982 (Last amended 2009) Text and Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on tariff consumption for desalination water 1985 Text in Arabic 

• Resolution on forcing the owners of artesian wells to install counters on wells 1982 Text in Arabic 

• Legislative Decree on use of groundwater 1980 (Last amended 1997) Text and Text and Text in Arabic 

• Legislative Decree on Water Monitoring and Control Regulations 1971 Text in Arabic 

National bodies, industry actors and stakeholders framing, implementing and disseminating water law   

• Bahrain Electricity and Water Authority Web 

Select bibliography 

• Principles of International Water Law in the Resolution of Fresh Water Disputes – 2020 T Meshel, Harvard International Law Journal Text   

https://www.ibanet.org/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/cepmlp
https://www.extractiveshub.org/
https://www.ukaiddirect.org/
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RTRTL0720.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RCWR0216.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RELW0104.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RWAG0497.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RWAG0597.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/L0196.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RCAB0996.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/L0782.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/L0782.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RWEW0385.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RCAG1082.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/L1280.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/L0999.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/L1297.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/L0271.pdf
http://www.ewa.bh/en
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.journals/hilj61&i=141
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Additional Relevant Law   

Main developments occurring in soft law, law and case law  

• Tender Law 2002 Text in Arabic 

• Income Tax Law 1979 Text in Arabic 

• Law on exporting subsidised crude oil and other hydrocarbons by private sector companies 2006 Text in Arabic  

National bodies, industry actors and stakeholders framing, implementing and disseminating public and private law   

• Economic Development Board Web 

• Ministry of Industry, Commerce and Tourism Web 

• Ministry of Labour and Social Development Web 

Select bibliography 

• GCC Common Customs Law 1999 Text 

• The effect of FDI on financial development: Empirical evidence from Bahrain – 2019 A Alsamdi and M Oudet, Hde Text 
 

  

https://www.ibanet.org/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/cepmlp
https://www.extractiveshub.org/
https://www.ukaiddirect.org/
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/L3602.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/L2279.pdf
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/Media/LegalPDF/RFIN1106.pdf
https://www.bahrainedb.com/
https://www.moic.gov.bh/en
https://www.mlsd.gov.bh/en
https://www.dubaicustoms.gov.ae/en/publications/documents/gcccommoncustomslawenglish.pdf
https://doi.org/10.32910/ep.70.1.2
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International Profile 

 

Development and Finance 

 

Trade and Investment 

 

Sectoral   

 

Dispute Settlement 

 

APICORP Web 

IMF Bahrain Web 

IsDB Bahrain Web 

UNDP Web 

WB Bahrain Web 

 

WTO Bahrain Web 

 

 

EIA Bahrain Web 

FAO Bahrain Web 

IEA Bahrain Web 

OAPEC Web 

UNFCC Bahrain Web 

 

ICJ Bahrain Web  

 

 

  

https://www.ibanet.org/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/cepmlp
https://www.extractiveshub.org/
https://www.ukaiddirect.org/
https://www.apicorp.org/
https://www.imf.org/en/Countries/BHR
https://www.isdb.org/bahrain
https://www.arabstates.undp.org/content/rbas/en/home.html
https://data.worldbank.org/country/BH
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/countries_e/bahrain_e.htm
https://www.eia.gov/international/analysis/country/BHR
http://www.fao.org/countryprofiles/index/en/?iso3=BHR
https://www.iea.org/countries/bahrain
http://www.oapecorg.org/Home/About-Us/Member-Countries
https://unfccc.int/node/61010
https://www.icj-cij.org/en/cases-by-country/bh
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Research and Knowledge Centres 

Bahrain e-Government Web 

Bahrain News Agency Web 

East Laws Web 

Legislation and Legal Opinion Commission Web 

Trade Arabia Web 

World Intellectual Property Organization Web 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ibanet.org/
https://www.dundee.ac.uk/cepmlp
https://www.extractiveshub.org/
https://www.ukaiddirect.org/
https://www.bahrain.bh/
https://www.bna.bh/
https://site.eastlaws.com/GeneralSearch/Home/Index
https://www.legalaffairs.gov.bh/index.aspx
http://www.tradearabia.com/
https://wipolex.wipo.int/en/members/profile/BH

